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Objectives

• To surface some manifestations of 
coloniality in global health and how they 
are reflected in the lived experiences of 
global health researchers in Africa

• To highlight what the Global Health 
Decolonisation Movement in Africa 
(www.ghdmafrica.org) is doing to 
address these manifestations.

http://www.ghdmafrica.org/


What is 
decolonization?

• What we know today as Global 
Health actually traces its origins 
to Colonial Medicine

• In the context of Global Health, is 
a moving to tackle the 
manifestations of coloniality in 
global health

• That is, to address power 
asymmetries between the 
“global north” and “global south”



Why decolonize 
global health?









Source: Abimbola et al. PLOS Medicine 2021 
(https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.10036
04

“Global health, as 
currently practiced, 
has many 
asymmetries in 
power and privilege. 
Coloniality is but 
one manifestation of 
supremacy…”



Disclaimer



Decolonization 
in practice



About 
GHDM-Africa



What we are doing…



What we are doing…



What we are doing…



What we are doing…











Theorize
Talk
More talk
A Bias for Action

In Summary:



What do our critics say?

Bandwagon  Superficial  Greenwashing  Not A 

Metaphor  Wrong word  Where is the violence?  Not theoretically 

grounded  DEI isn’t DGH  Undermining science 
Unhelpful antagonism  Disregards progress



Our reply

“This is a false dichotomy between 
immediate practical action and 
addressing root causes. I would 
compare this to a bucket. When 
water is flowing out of a hole in a 
bucket, it is, of course, pragmatic 
and necessary to repair the hole. But 
we also need to turn off the tap” 

-- Monica Mitra Chaudhuri



What are we 
risking?

•Retaliation 

•Censorship

•Hostility 

•Alienation

• Intimidation etc.



Thank you


